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After Mr. "Whittier had passed the Scriptural
limit of active life, each of his birthdays was more
or less celebrated by his friends and admirers
throughout the country. In churches, schools, and
seminaries commemoratory exercises were held.
Wherever he happened to be, whether at Ames-
bury, or Danvers, or Newburyport, the tributes of
a grateful people reached him. Sometimes, when
he felt that he was not strong enough to receive
his friends so hospitably as he could wish, he would
quietly slip from one of his homes to another, and
thus secure the quiet his health demanded. But
when he enjoyed sufficient health and strength, he
did not object to giving his friends an opportunity
to offer their congratulations in person. When a
reception proved to be too fatiguing, he was skill-
ful in devising excuses for short absences from the
crowded rooms, and in the quiet of his chamber
he would soon get rid of a threatened headache,
or mitigate the intensity of his suffering, and ap-
pear again among his guests ready to enjoy and
respond to their greetings.

Soon after the celebration of his seventieth
birthday, Mr. Whittier wrote to his friend, Julia
A. Hodgdon: " Of course, I prize highly the love
and good will of others, but the thing was too pre-
tentious, and had too much publicity to be alto-
gether pleasant. Over-praise pains like blame. I
know my own weakness and frailty, and I am
humbled rather than exalted by homage which I
do not deserve. As the swift years pass, the Eter-
nal Realities seem taking the place of the shadows
and illusions of time."